
How your child will be learning  
 
The EYFS Framework explains how and what your child will be learning to support 
their healthy development.  
Your child will be learning skills, acquiring new knowledge and demonstrating their 
understanding through 7 areas of learning and development.  
Children should mostly develop the 3 prime areas first. These are:  
 Communica tion a nd la ngua ge ;  

 P hys ica l de ve lopme nt; a nd  

 P e rs ona l, s ocia l a nd e motiona l de ve lopme nt.  
 
These prime areas are those most essential for your child’s healthy development 
and future learning.  
As children grow, the prime areas will help them to develop skills in 4 specific areas. 
These are:  
 Lite ra cy;  

 Ma the ma tics ;  

 Unde rs ta nding the  world; a nd  

 Expre s s ive  a rts  a nd de s ign.  
 
These 7 areas are used to plan your child’s learning and activities. The professionals 
teaching and supporting your child will make sure that the activities are suited to your 
child’s unique needs. This is a little bit like a curriculum in primary and secondary 
schools, but it's suitable for very young children, and it's designed to be really flexible 
so that staff can follow your child's unique needs and interests.  
Children in the EYFS learn by playing and exploring, being active, and through 
creative and critical thinking which takes place both indoors and outside. 

As a mum or dad, how can I help with my child’s learning?  
 
All the fun activities that you do with your child at home are important in supporting 
their learning and development, and have a really long lasting effect on your child’s 
learning as they progress through school.  
Even when your child is very young and is not yet able to talk, talking to them helps 
them to learn and understand new words and ideas. If you make the time every day 
to do some of the following things with your child it will make a real difference to your 
child’s confidence as a young learner. 

If you're looking for new ideas for things to do then find out what is on offer at your 
local children’s centre. Many offer ‘messy play’ activities which you and your child 
can join in with, and many of the activities they provide are free. Staff can also give 
you advice about the kinds of books or other activities your child might enjoy at 
different ages. 



How can I find out how my child is getting on?  
 
At Matlock Pre-school Playgroup we recognise parents as the first most important 
educators of their children. All the staff see themselves as partners with parents in 
providing care and education for their children.  It is important that we work together 
therefore you need to feel comfortable about exchanging information and discussing 
things that will benefit your child. These conversations will be with your child’s “key 
person”. This is the person who:  
 Is your main point of contact within the setting  

 He lps  your child to be come  s e ttle d, ha ppy a nd s a fe   

 Is  re s pons ible  for your child’s  ca re , de ve lopme nt a nd le a rning  

 Ta ke s  a  ca re ful note  of your child’s  progre s s , s ha ring this  with you a nd giving you 
ideas as to how to help your child at home  
 
Information about your child’s development is available at any time, please just ask 
your child’s key person.  

We welcome any information about your child including developmental progress, 
please feel free to add any information or comments in your child’s folder, green 
folder or to any member of staff.  

When your child is 2  
 
At some point after your child turns 2, your child’s key person will give you a written 
summary of how your child is progressing against the 3 prime areas of learning:  
 communica tion a nd la ngua ge ;  

 phys ica l de ve lopme nt; a nd  

 pe rs ona l, s ocia l a nd e motiona l de ve lopme nt.  
 
This is called the progress check at age 2.  
This check will highlight areas where your child is progressing well and any where 
they might need some extra help or support – and how mums and dads and other 
family members or carers can work with the key person to help. You might find it 
useful to share the information from the check with other professionals such as 
health visitors (who can use it as part of the health and development review). 

Where can I go for further information?  
Please look on our web site www.matlockpreschoolplaygroup.yolasite.com for further 
information. 
 

http://www.matlockpreschoolplaygroup.yolasite.com/

